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The German National Educational Panel Study has
been set up to study the acquisition of education,
to assess the consequences of education for life
courses, and to describe central education processes
and trajectories across the entire life span. Funded
by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research
the National Educational Panel Study is organized
as a network of excellence linking researchers from
different disciplines.

The life-course perspective is the pre-eminent
theoretical characteristic of the National Educational
Panel Study. While focusing on eight stages ranging
over the entire life span, longitudinal integration
will be ensured by a theoretical orientation toward
five major dimensions: competence development,
learning environments, social inequalities and
educational decisions, educational processes of
migrants, and returns to education.

ADMINISTRATION AND CENTRAL COORDINATING
DEPARTMENT OF THE NEPS
AT THE INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATIONAL LONGITUDINAL RESEARCH BAMBERG (INBIL)
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Figure 1: Framing concept of the NEPS

Methodologically, the National Educational Panel
Study follows a multicohort sequence design starting
withatotalnumber of morethan 60,000target persons
from six cohorts (newborns, Kindergarten children,
5th graders, 9th graders, first-year college students,

and adults who have already left the educational
system in most cases). Different instruments including
questionnaires and competence tests are being
administered in all six cohorts. Each new wave of the
panel study will be made available to the scientific
community as fast as possible.
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Figure 2: The multicohort sequence design

The 20 chapters of the special issue “Education
as a Lifelong Process - The German National
Educational Panel Study (NEPS)” of the Zeitschrift
fur Erziehungswissenschaft (ZfE) informs about the
conception of the National Educational Panel Study,
its embeddedness in German research, its main
emphasis in terms of content, central education
processes and trajectories across the entire life
span as well as relevant methological aspects and
significant facts regarding data protection.
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4. Sampling Designs of the National Educational
Panel Study: Challenges and Solutions

5. Development of Competencies Across the Life
Span

6. Education Processes in Life-Course-Specific
Learning Environments

7. Social Inequality and Educational Decisions in
the Life Course

8. The Education of Migrants and Their Children
Across the Life Course

9. Educational Returns Over the Life Course

10. Motivational Concepts and Personality Aspects
Across the Life Course

11. Computer-Based Competence Tests in the
National Educational Panel Study: The
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12. From Birth to Early Child Care
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15. Upper Secondary Education in Academic
School Tracks and the Transition from School
to Postsecondary Education and the Job
Market
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19. Data Protection Issues in the National
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