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Surveys of StarƟng Cohort 5 - Stu-
dents
The present study documentation gives an overview of the progress of the main surveys, which
will contribute to the Scientific Use Files (SUFs). Figure 1 presents a general view on the field
times of the target persons for waves 1 to 9. In the wave-specific overviews starting from
section 1 not only the questioned target and context persons are defined but case numbers and
field times, as well. This information is taken from the corresponding field and method reports
and might differ slightly from the numbers in the data sets of the SUFs. In case of larger
deviations the corrected number of cases of the SUF are further adjusted. In the section of the
documentation of research data, the already mentioned reports, which also provide detailed
information for the survey progress, as well as further materials for the data of the Starting
Cohort 5 can be found:
→ www.neps-data.de>Research Data>Starting Cohort Students>Documentation
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https://www.neps-data.de/en-us/datacenter/dataanddocumentation/startingcohortfirst-yearstudents/documentation.aspx
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Figure 1: Survey progress of the Starting Cohort 5 (waves 1-9)
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1 Wave 1: Main Study 2010-2012

1 Wave 1: Main Study 2010-2012

2010 2011 2012

10 11 12 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 01 02 03
wave 1

Questioning n=18.252*

Testing n=7.044*

Figure 2: Field times and realized case numbers in wave 1

*In this wave considerable deviations between the reported numbers in the method report and
the corrected data took place. After data edition, survey data of 17.910 target persons and test
data of 5.949 target persons are available for SUF SC5:6.0.0.

1 Master sample First-Year Students (panel start 2010/11)

1.1 Target persons First-Year Students of winter semester 2010/11

Sample A single-level straƟfied cluster sample was drawn out of a populaƟon of first-year stu-
dents (students in the first university semester and in the first degree/undergraduate),
who are enrolled in a bachelor degree course, a state examinaƟon course or a course
which graduates an arƟsƟc or a clerical degree at public as well as at state-approved cler-
ical and other private colleges. Thereby each study area of a certain college represents
a cluster. During the drawing students at private colleges and students of teaching were
considered disproporƟonately. Besides, a complete survey with non-tradiƟonal students
(peoplewith vocaƟonal qualificaƟonswho do not have an educaƟonal university entrance
qualificaƟon) was conducted at the colleges willing to parƟcipate.

2 Data collecƟon infas – InsƟtute for Applied Social Sciences, Bonn

3 Mode of survey WriƩen quesƟonnaires (in each case for recruiƟng and competence test,
PAPI) and computer-assisted telephone interview (CATI)
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2 Wave 2: Main Study 2011

2 Wave 2: Main Study 2011

2011 2012
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wave 2

Questioning n=14.610*

Figure 3: Field times and realized case numbers in wave 2

*In this wave considerable deviaƟons between the reported numbers in themethod report and
the corrected data took place. AŌer data ediƟon, survey data of 12.273 target persons are
available for SUF SC5:6.0.0.

1 Master sample First-Year Students (panel start 2010/11)

1.1 Target persons First-Year Students of winter semester 2010/11

Sample Survey with the parƟcipants of the main survey 2010/2011 addiƟonal to CATI-survey.

2 Data collecƟon DZHW - German Centre for Higher EducaƟon Research and Science Studies,
Hannover

3 Mode of survey Online survey (CAWI)
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3 Wave 3: Main study 2012

3 Wave 3: Main study 2012

2012

03 04 05 06 07 08 09
wave 3

Questioning n=13.231*

Figure 4: Field times and realized case numbers in wave 3

*In this wave considerable deviaƟons between the reported numbers in themethod report and
the corrected data took place. AŌer data ediƟon, survey data of 13.113 target persons are
available for SUF SC5:6.0.0.

1 Master sample First-Year Students (panel start 2010/11)

1.1 Target persons First-Year Students of winter semester 2010/11

Sample Panel sample. Follow-up survey with interviewees willing to parƟcipate in the panel.

2 Data collecƟon infas – InsƟtute for Applied Social Sciences, Bonn

3 Mode of survey Computer-assisted telephone interview (CATI)
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4 Wave 4: Main Study 2012

4 Wave 4: Main Study 2012

2012 2013

09 10 11 12 01 02 03
wave 4

Questioning n=11.257*

Figure 5: Field times and realized case numbers in wave 4

*In this wave considerable deviaƟons between the reported numbers in themethod report and
the corrected data took place. AŌer data ediƟon, survey data of 11.202 target persons are
available for SUF SC5:6.0.0.

1 Master sample First-Year Students (panel start 2010/11)

1.1 Target persons First-Year Students of winter semester 2010/11

Sample Panel sample. Follow-up survey with interviewees willing to parƟcipate in the panel.

2 Data collecƟon DZHW - German Centre for Higher EducaƟon Research and Science Studies,
Hannover

3 Mode of survey Online survey (CAWI)
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5 Wave 5: Main Study 2013

5 Wave 5: Main Study 2013

2013

02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09
wave 5

Questioning n= 12.698

Testing n= 9.482

Figure 6: Field times and realized case numbers in wave 5

1 Master sample First-Year Students (panel start 2010/11)

1.1 Target persons First-Year Students of winter semester 2010/11

Sample Panel sample. Follow-up survey with interviewees willing to parƟcipate in the panel.

2 Data collecƟon infas – InsƟtute for Applied Social Sciences, Bonn

3 Mode of survey Computer-assisted telephone interview (CATI) and group tesƟng (conven-
Ɵonal paper-based tesƟng (PAPI), paper-based tesƟng with electronic pens (E-Pen) or
computer-based tesƟng with notebooks (CBA)) or individual tesƟng (computer-based on-
line tesƟng, CBWA)
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6 Wave 6: Main Study 2013/2014

6 Wave 6: Main Study 2013/2014

2013 2014

09 10 11 12 01 02 03
wave 6

Questioning n=10.185

Figure 7: Field times and realized case numbers in wave 6

1 Master sample First-Year Students (panel start 2010/11)

1.1 Target persons First-Year Students of winter semester 2010/11

Sample Panel sample. Follow-up survey with interviewees willing to parƟcipate in the panel.

2 Data collecƟon DZHW - German Centre for Higher EducaƟon Research and Science Studies,
Hannover

3 Mode of survey Online survey (CAWI)
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7 Wave 7: Main study 2014

7 Wave 7: Main study 2014
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wave 7

Questioning n=9.550

Testing n= 338

Figure 8: Field times and realized case numbers in wave 7

1 Master sample First-Year Students (panel start 2010/11)

2 Subsample First-Year Students of winter semester 2010/11minus the teaching-oversampling

2.1 Target persons QuesƟoning: First-Year Students of winter semester 2010/11 minus the
teaching-oversampling

Sample Panel sample. Follow-up survey with the subsample.

3 Subsample First-Year Students of winter semester 2010/11 who study an economic subject
or have graduated from such studies.

3.1 Target persons TesƟng: First-Year Students of winter semester 2010/11 who study an eco-
nomic subject or have graduated from such studies.

Sample Panel sample. Follow-up survey with the subsample.

3 Data collecƟon DZHW - German Centre for Higher EducaƟon Research and Science Studies,
Hannover

4 Mode of survey Computer-assisted telephone interview (CATI) with supsample 2 and paper-
based competence tesƟng within a personal-verbal interview (CAPI) with subsample 3
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8 Wave 8: Main Study 2014

8 Wave 8: Main Study 2014

2014 2015

09 10 11 12 01 02
wave 8

Questioning n=8.629

Figure 9: Field times and realized case numbers in wave 8

1 Master sample First-Year Students (panel start 2010/11)

1.1 Target persons First-Year Students of winter semester 2010/11

Sample Panel sample. Follow-up survey with interviewees willing to parƟcipate in the panel.

2 Data collecƟon DZHW - German Centre for Higher EducaƟon Research and Science Studies,
Hannover

3 Mode of survey Online survey (CAWI)
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9 Wave 9: Main Study 2015

9 Wave 9: Main Study 2015

2015

03 04 05 06 07 08 09
wave 9

Basic Sample n=8.365

Teaching oversample n=1.732

Figure 10: Field times and realized case numbers in wave 9

1 Master sample First-Year Students (panel start 2010/11)

2 Subsample First-Year Students of winter semester 2010/11 (Basic sample)

2.1 Target persons First-Year Students of winter semester 2010/11

Sample Target persons willing to parƟcipate in the panel, who were interviewed by telephone
in the first and at least one futher CATI-enquiry

3 Subsample DisproporƟonately consideraƟonof students of teacher training (teaching-oversample)

3.1 Target persons TesƟng: First-Year Students of winter semester 2010/11

Sample Target persons willing to parƟcipate in the panel, who were interviewed by telephone
in the first and at least one futher CATI-enquiry

4 Data collecƟon DZHW - German Centre for Higher EducaƟon Research and Science Studies,
Hannover

5 Mode of survey Computer-assisted telephone interview (CATI)
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